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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE following Discourse on “Individual Salvation” was delivered by 
President George Q. Cannon in the Tabernacle Salt Lake City, Sunday 
October 14, 1894. 

When we assemble together as we have done this afternoon, it is our 
privilege, if we will exercise faith before the Lord, to receive instruction 
and counsel adapted to our circumstances. I have never felt satisfied in 
attending meetings in this Church unless I have been profited by that 
which I have heard, or, if it were my lot to speak, by that which I spoke; 
because I believe that whena man speaks by the Spirit of God, he not only 
edifies and comforts those who hear, but he himself is probably more bene- 
fited than any of his hearers. The people who assemble should so exercise 
faith in their prayers to the Lord that the meeting will be protitable, and 
that they will feel refreshed and strengthened. Our circumstances are such 
in this life that we need to be strengthened and comforted. Especially is 
this the case with the Latter-day Saints, because they have many things 
to contend with. A true Latter-day Saint depends upon the Spirit of God 
for strength and comfort, for peace and light. There are many in the 
world who depend for comfort and enjoyment upon stimulants of various 
kinds and upon social pleasures. All kinds of amusements are put within 
the reach of the people, and a great many go through the world depending 
upon these external things for their enjoyment and happiness. Buta man, 
according to our religion, who depends upon such things as those, never 
can bea truly happy man. Therefore, entertaining the views that we do 
of life, and of the character of life that we should lead, we need the out- 
pouring of the Spirit of God upon us. When we come to meeting we need 
to have our souls revived and strengthened so that when we go into the 
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busy world we carry with us as a fountain within, bubbling up with pure 
happiness and joy, this Holy Spirit. I have always said, and I believe it 
is true, that there are no people upon the face of the earth who are so 
happy as the Latter-day Saints. And their happiness is not of an evan- 
escent character; it is not that which comes from external surroundings; 
it is the happiness that is within, through the presence of the Spirt of God. 
A great many people, and I do not know but some of us are in that con- 
dition, seem to depend upon surrounding circumstances for happiness. 
The true theory of life, as I understand it, is to have the fountain of happi- 
ness within ourselves, so that whether we are in the midst of poverty, or 
of adversity, or of affliction, we may have with us a constant source of 
enjoyment and pleasure, through the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Reference has been made to the early days of our settlement in these 
valleys. It can truthfully be said that the Latter-day Saints were then 
a very happy people, although they scarcely had the barest necessities of 
life. So it has been in the midst of trying scenes and circumstances since 
that time, as well as before that time. This is due to the presence of the 
sustaining power and blessing of God. It is every person’s duty in this 
Church, and it is the constant exhortation of the leaders of the people, to 
seek for, and enjoy the presence of, the Spirit of God, so that none will be 
wholly dependent upon another human being for enjoyment and happiness 
and for a knowledge of the truth, but that each may receive a testimony 
that this is the Church of God; that the priesthood has really come from 
Him; and that the men who exercise.this priesthood are not pretenders, 
but are indeed that which they profess to be. This is the bounden duty 
of all the members of this Church, so that they may not be assailed by doubts 
but that they will walk in the light. In this way a great people can be 
built up; for these are the elements of greatness. It seems to be one of 
the faults of human beings, however, to lean upon others, and to do that 
which others do, regardless of their own convictions, instead of developing 
their own qualities that God has endowed them with. How often you see 
men and women justify themselves for doing things because somebody else 
does them. 

At our late conference very strong teachings were given respecting the 
observance of the Word of Wisdom. How many there are who, if they saw 
one of the Presidency or one of the Twelve drinking tea or coffee, or using 
any other articles which the Word of Wisdom counsels us not to use, would 
justify themselves in their indulgence because of this. Parents do certain 
things, and because the children see their parents do these things they do 
them. So it is throughout the world. But it should not be among us to 
the extent that it is. Each individual should seek to do that which he 
himself knows to be right, regardless of what others do. We should have 
clear convictions as to the truth, then carry out those convictions in the 
proper spirit. For God desires to make of usa people of this kind. He has 
promised the Latter-day Saints that they shall be rulers in His kingdom. 
He has promised that we shall have thrones, crowns, principalities, powers, 
and dominion. These are not idle promises. They have a meaning for 
every soul unto whom they are made. I know that if we will live for them 
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we shall have thrones, actual thrones; we shall wield sceptres, as far as scep- 
tres are emmblematical of power and authority ; we shall have dominion and 
control if we live so as to develop the Godlike attributes that we have in- 
herited from our Great Father. For there is not one soul here to-day that 
is not endowed with the attributes of Deity, undeveloped probably in many 
instances, but still there. God’s design in revealing the Gospel is to develop 
these attributes in His children, so that men may be made the companions 
of the Lord Jesus, co-heirs with Him to all the glory and power that the 
Savior Himself enjoys and wields. Therefore, if we be men and women, it 
is our duty to do that which we ourselves know to be right. What matters 
it to me if man chooses to do a thing which is not right? Is it for me to 
do as he does? No. It is for me to conceive correctly that which is right, 
then carry it out in my life, and teach others to do the same. Until we do 
this we shall never attain unto that glory that He has promised. God has 
made great promises to us connected with the Celestial Kingdom. Some 
have imagined that as soon as they leave this state of existence they enter 
upon celestial glory, especially after they get their resurrected bodies. I 
do not believe that we willever reach there unless we develop within us 
those qualities which will fit us for that exaltation. The promise is given 
to us, but we must live so as to realize it. No being can be exalted only 
by self development and self exertion. God will bestow His blessing, but 
we must be developed under His power and blessing upon us. It isa vain 
idea, taught in the false religions of the day, that all a man has to do is to 
believe and then his eternal happiness is insured. It is such doctrine as 
this that leads men who call themselves ministers of religion to stand 
upon the scaffold with the condemned murderer, and promise him that he 
will be ushered into the immediate presence of the Son of God because he 
professes to believe in Him. It is folly and wickedness to teach this. It 
be-littles God and the Savior. We should not deceive ourselves with such 
an idea. If we are to associate with our Father in Heaven and with the 
Savior, it must be because we become like them. If there isa quality 
which Jesus possesses, we must possess it. If there is faithfulness which 
He has exhibited, we must exhibit it. If there is obedience which He has 
manifested while in the flesh, similar obedience must be shown in our lives. 
We must do all this or we will not be like Him. I would like to impress 
this truth upon the minds of the Latter-day Saints, that they need not fold 
their arms and imagine because they are members of the Church that that 
is all that is necessary. We can see for ourselves the powers that God has 
endowed us with. We are conscious that God has endowed us in a very 
wonderful manner. When our minds are litup with the Spirit of God, we 
are filled with exalted ideas. Itis right that we should exercise these 
powers. I would not, however, by any expression of mine, convey the idea 
to you that it is a difficult matter todo what I have been talking about, 
and to serve God. Jesus said His yoke was easy, and His burden was light. 
It isso. The weakest of us carry it. God stands ready on our right and 
on our left to give unto us all the aid that we need; but He wants us to 
exercise faith and the powers that He has given unto us, and not follow 
someone else blindly, and do things that are wrong because others do them, 
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- We should teach our children correct principles and instil into them a 
feeling to do right no matter who does wrong. There are some weak 
natures that need strengthening in this direction. Because their com- 
panions do certain things, they think, out of courtesy and to feel right, 
they must do the same things. I well remember in my youth a particular 
friend of mine here. He would drink a little whisky, because the young 
men he associated with drank whisky. He said to me more than once, 
“George, why can’t you drink and besociable? I don’t care anything about 
it, but I like to be sociable.” He was one of the most brilliant men of his 
age I have known in the Church, and when he was thirty-five years of age 
he filled a drunkard’s grave—all from the desire to be sociable and com- 
panionable. You wil] see others drink tea and coffee because somebody 
they respect drinks tea and coffee, and they will play cards because it is 
sociable todo so. And a great many justify themselves by saying, “Well, 
Brother So-and-So does it.” This is all wrong, and we should teach our 
children that it is wrong, aud we should impress upon them that each is 
answerable for himself or herself. I will have to answer for mine, you 
will have to answer for yours. The Savior, of course, stands to plead for 
all of us, as the Mediator and as our Redeemer, but we cannot saddle upon 
Him our short-comings and our sins, and ask Him to bear them. We shall 
have to be responsible in the day of the Lord Jesus for ourselves. A 
woman cannot say, “I leaned upon my husband and depended upon him.” 
The husband cannot say, “I was led by my wife,” the son cannot say, “I 
was led by my father,” and the daughter cannot say, “I was led by my 
mother.” Of course, I speak generally. Each will have to stand for him- 
self or for herself, and each will receive reward or punishment. We carry 
our punishment with us; we cannot escape it. We carry blessing with us. 
We carry heaven or we carry hell with us. Heaven is not altogether a 
question of locality, neither is hell. Hell is with the individual that 
deserves it. He may go where he pleases, hell will be with him. If he 
deserves heaven, wherever he goes heaven will be with him. Of course, it 
is a desirable thing to be in good society, and people who keep the laws of 
God will be in the society of heavenly beings and live in heavenly places 
eternally, and it will intensify their pleasure and happiness. We know 
this by experience in this life. But you put a man who is a sinner, and 
who is carrying the penalty of his sins, into the society of heavenly ee 
and he could not endure it; he would be in hell. 

We should rewember these things. We should seek to be happy, to hes 
heaven in our hearts, and to posess the gifts of God. Then we shall be 
truly happy, and our lives will be full of peace and joy. No matter how 
adverse the circumstances, our inward happiness will not be affected. We 
will know that God is controlling all things for our good, and that He will 
not suffer anything to befall us that is not tempered by Him for our future 
glory. It is this, my brethren and sisters, that makes these valleys so 
desirable to many people who are not of us. They are conscious of the 
feeling that there is a spirit of peace and contentment among this people. 
There is no disposition among faithful Latter-day Saints to take advantage 
of their neighbor. A man who takes advantage of his neighbor—and there 
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are men who call themselves Latter-day Saints who do this—hurts himself 
far more than he does the person whom he wrongs. It works self- 
degradation. Men and women who indulge in the spirit of falsehood 
degrade themselves and injure their own souls far more than they do those 
whom they attempt to defame. And the only way such men and women 
can cure this is to repent and make atonement. We may be envious, we 
may be jealous, we may have malice in our hearts, and think we can injure 
those whom we dislike by giving vent to it; but remember, as sure as God 
lives, we injure ourselves every time more than we injure those whom we 
attack. We should teach our children this, that they may grow up to love 
the truth, for the truth will endure forever; but the superstructure of lies 
will tumble to the ground. 

My mind comes now to these political doings. We are in the midst of a 
political campaign, and to me the lies that are told, the misreprésentations 
and the attacks that are made, are sickening. I will not read a political 
paper. I will notallow one to come into my house. My children shall not 
read the misrepresentations and falsehoods that are circulated by men - 
through papers. The atmosphere of my family shall not be defiled by their 
presence. I will not read the speeches which contain these attacks. If 
men cannot tell the truth, if they cannot speak truly of principles, I do 
not want to read their utterances; and if they do speak the truth, and then 
are assailed for it, I do not want to read the assaults made upon them. It 
has become so in this community that a man of the purest life cannot 
speak upon certain topics without being attacked and villified. I[s this of 
God? No, itis not. There is no God init. It is of the devil, and every 
Latter-day Saint ought to know this. If we want to receive the blessing 
of God, we must take a course that we can ask His blessing upon us. 
There is nothing, my brethren and sisters, more precious than the religion 
God has given us. He has given unto us rules of life by His own voice, 
and we know for ourselves that they are true. Let us therefore regulate 
our own lives according to them, and put away everything that is contrary 
thereto, so that when we meet our Lord, as I[ trust we all shall, He will 
approve of us, and say, “ Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” I trust 
this may be the welcome that we shal] receive, and that we shall dwell in His 
presence eternally. What is there that is more delightful to contemplate! 
I want myself and my brethren aud sisters to so live that we shall be like 
our Lord and Savior, and when we are tempted to do something, ask our- 
selves, “Would the Lord Jesus do that if He were here? If He would not, 
then I do not want to.” Let us have this feeling in our hearts, and I pray 
it may constantly rest upon us, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


THE HOME OF THE PILGRIM FATHERS. 


ALTHOUGH not generally known, there is not far from Doncaster a region 
that is especially attractive and of historical interest to every American. 
About ten miles from there is the little market town of Bawtry, in the 
vicinity of which the Pilgrim Fathers, who first settled America, lived and 
were persecuted until they left to find religious freedom in the New World. 

President Streeper and Elders Baddley, Simmons, Bullen, Webb, an@ 
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Holyoak of the Sheffield Conference, recently repaired to that district for 
a day’s out. Just beyond Bawtry is the village of Scrooby which was once 
the home of Brewster and his little band. Here the most conspicuous 
edifice is the little, old, ivy-covered church where the people were forced 
to worship against their will. The aisles are paved with grave stones 
dating as far back as 1623. The building has been partly restored since 
then, but there yet remain some of the old wood-work, and the carved 
oak pew once occupied by Brewster. Close by stands the vicarage as in 
days of yore. On the outskirts of the village is the Manor House where 
Brewster lived and kept the post office and post horses. It stands on the 
site of an ancient palace, once a favorite resort of the nobility. Near by 
is the old stable, in a room of which the members of this little band, 
dropping in one at a time to avoid suspicion, used to worship as they 
believed right. Some of the oak beams in this building were from the old 
palace; one has been cut down and taken to adorn a church in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. We secured some pieces from what remains of it. 

The little party met here at night before sailing away down the River 
Idle, leaving behind them scenes hallowed by the sweet memories of child- 
hood,—memories mingled, however, with the painful recollections of an 
unholy religious persecution. They went determined to find a place where 
they might worship in peace. 

About three miles away is the village of Austerfield, the home of part 
of this people, chief among them being Bradford, a name familiar in our 
early history. Here also, is a church where the authorities forced them to 
worship. It is a very quaint old building, the Norman doorway attesting 
its antiquity. Services have been held in it for over 1,000 years. Inside 
are high backed pews which are of somewhat recent date; also a very old 
Bible occupies a place of prominence. Both the inside and the outside 
form a striking contrast to modern architecture. A little farther up the 
road is old Bradford house said to have been built before the church. It 
is in a good state of preservation, and is occupied by a Mrs. Little whose 
daughter kindly showed us through the old mansion, beneath the roof of 
which sentiments of religious liberty had once flourished. A flight of stairs 
of nine steps leads from the kitchen tothe cellar. This is lighted bya 
small window that once shed light on the worshipers who had secretly 
gathered and knelt on the rock floor below. There they imbibed the 
spirit of liberty from their leader until they were willing to brave an 
angry sea and the dangers of an unknown land to secure it. 

It is said that history repeats itself, and surely the persecutions of these 
people have been repeated in this century. Our people have suffered as 
great trials and have also been forced to leave pleasant homes to find peace 
and rest in a new country. 

There are not very grand sights to see in visiting these places; but there 
is much to feel in passing beneath the roofs which once sheltered the fore- 
fathers of our country, which causes our minds to go back to their day 
and to honor and revere the memories of those who struggled and accom- 
plished so much for the benefit of thousands of Europe’s down-trodden 
people, W. L. Wess. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 759 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A terrible example of the remains of heathenism in Russia is mentioned in the Moscow 
Gazette. A trial will shortly take place of a number of peasants living in a district of 
Kazan for killing one of their number as a sacrifice to the idols of the Votiaks, a Finnish 
race of whom considerable numbers continue to live in more or less uncivilized conditions 
along the Volga between the Viatka and Kama Rivers. 


Violent gales have raged in North Germany. At Hamburg, Lubeck, and Brussels, and 
in France the wind blew with almost the force of a cyclone. The shipping on the Elbe 
suffered heavily. In Brussels and its environs numerous buildings in course of construc- 
tion were blown down, while houses were unroofed and trees uprooted. Many people 
were injured. At Ath three persons were killed through the fall of ahouse. Telegraphic 
and telephonic communication has been completely stopped in some parts. 

The Norwegian author, Henrik Ibsen, is writing a three acts’ drama, which engages the 
attention of the press in nearly all European countries. He keeps the contents secret, not 
even the title is known. In a month it will be published in Denmark, Germany, France, 
England, and America. The piece is eagerly looked for in France; one of the leading 
theatrical bureaus there sent an agent to H. Ibsen, who without having seen the piece, 
offered him a large sum for the exclusive right of putting it in scene; but Ibsen refused. 


The last Washington letter published by the American Geographical Society states that 
the boundary line between the United States and Mexico has been resurveyed, and a 
series of monuments erected along it at intervals for a distance of 700 miles. The field 
operations for the survey of the Alaskan frontier are also completed, and the height of 
Mount Logan has been confirmed as 19,500 feet, thus overtopping Mount St. Elias by 
1,500 feet. Another interesting result of the joint exploration is to show that both these 
mountains lie within British Territory. 

The new American liner St. Louis was launched on Monday, November 12, from Cramp’s 
Yard, Philadelphia. Mrs. Cleveland performed the christening ceremony in the presence 
of the President, the Cabinet, and enormous crowds of people from Washington, New 
York,‘and St. Louis. She will be prepared for next year’s Transatlantic traffic as the 
consort of the steamers Paris and New York on the route between New York and South- 
ampton. This being the first large American Transatlantic liner ever built, the event has 
attracted much attention throughout the country. 

That superstition is not dead in Italy is shown by the following story:—Not long 
ago @ madonna was discovered in Radicero near Naples which could move its eyes, 
but now they have found in Palmi, Calabria, what is far better—a madonna that 
can fly! In the Church Madonna del Carmino happened the other day the wonderful 
event that the statue of the Madonna standing on the altar spread its arms, soared up in 
the air, and flew over the heads of the awe-stricken audience to the portal of the church, 
Monsignor Galucci and many of the believers swooned right away at the wonderful sight. 
The citizens carried the Holy Virgin in a torch-light procession through all the streets of 
the city while the welkin resounded with the ringing and chiming of all the bells of the 
churches. Madonna-feasts, horse races, etc., on a grand scale have been arranged. 


The gold- and silver-smiths in St. Petersburg are reaping an abundant harvest. They 
have more orders than they are able to fill for wreaths made of precious metals to be 
placed upon the grave of the deceased emperor. Already the amount paid for such 
wreaths exceeds two million rubles. Even the court papers deprecate this silver-wreath 
craze, and think this enormous amount of money if spent for useful purposes, might at 
the same time have redounded more permanently to the honor of the dead Czar. One 
suggestion contains, perhaps, a bit of irony; it is that the gold and silver wreaths be re- 
melted and made into frames for the pictures of prominent Saints in the Russian Churches, 
France has sent sixty wreaths, its first instalment ; twenty of these are said to be veritable 
works of art, made of gold, silver and enamel, and some are of gigantic size representing 
a value of from 20,000 to 50,000 francs apiece. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1894. 


THE WORD OF WISDOM. 


One of the main topics dwelt upon at the late General Conference of the 
Church was the subject at the head of this article. Nearly every speaker 
was led to mention the necessity among the Latter-day Saints of a re- 
trenchment in their mode of every day living. Sound reasons were 
advanced why the Word of Wisdom should be more strictly observed. 
We call attention to a few of them. 

There is no dispute at present, among those who profess to know, con- 
cerning the physical injury caused by the use of liquor and tobacco. 
When the revelation on the Word of Wisdom was given there were some 
doctors who recommended smoking as beneficial to a class of people on 
account of their following certain occupations; but the number of such 
has been gradually lessened until now it is very seldom a physician pre- 
scribes tobacco in any form. Persons addicted to either tobacco or liquors 
are weaker in body and much more liable to contract diseases of various 
‘kinds than are those who refrain from them. So generally converted to 
this correct idea are the American people that a law has been passed by 
Congress enjoining instructions in the common schools of all the United 
States on the subject of physiology, with especial reference to the ills 
caused by using tobacco and intoxicants. 

The moral effects of drunkenness are so well known that they need no 
more than mentioning. Smoking or chewing tobacco has never been 
known to ratse the moral standard of a man or a community; it is stated 
that in many cases it creates an appetite for strong drink, which is no 
doubt true, and therefore it should be condemned. 

In all experiments made by college faculties on smokers and non-smokers 
among their students, the intellectual powers of the latter class have in- 
variably been found from five to fifteen per cent. higher than those of the 
former. Whether this has been brought about by using the weed, or it is 
the naturally dull students who take to smoking, the fact remains that as 
a class the students who smoke are intellectually inferior to those who do 
not. 

A weakened state of physical, intellectual and moral powers causes loss 
of ambition, and a person so conditioned can not be open to the same 
spiritual influences as the one who lives according to the best known 
methods. 

The financial importance of the subject is not inconsiderable during a 
man’s lifetime. Answers to inquiries as to the amount spent by each of 
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several smokers and chewers, show that the average user of tobacco ex- 
pends for his luxury in forty years enough to build a respectable dwelling 
house. 

Even if the foregoing be not taken into account there remains the most 
powerful reason why the Latter-day Saints should obey the Word of 
Wisdom; God has commanded it. We may contend that our bodies are 
not weakened ; our financial circumstances are able to stand the cost; our 
morals are no worse; our intellects are unaffected; and our spiritual 
desires as strong as they otherwise would be: but who dares risk the 
consequences of violating a plain commandment of the Almighty? 

The excuse is often met with, that people can not give up their long- 
standing habits of using these forbidden articles. They, by doing so, 
become nervous, and irritable, or get the headache, which they say it is 
impossible to endure. All such statements are only arguments in favor of 
leaving those things alone. The ill effects of using them are proved by 
these admissions; a healthful food never brings on such disorders. We 
may eat any nutritious article every day for years, and not find it im- 
possible to dispense with it when occasion may require. 

We give two reasons to show these excuses not valid. One is that many 
have ceased using both tobacco and liquor after having become addicted 
to them to the extent that they could perform no hard mental or physical 
labor without them. They experienced the nervousness, the irritability, 
and the headache which we hear so much about, when they gave them 
up. But these did not continue long, and before many days their general 
health has been better than it was before. A firm resolution has been the 
first step in their reform, and a determined perseverance has completed it. 
The other reason is contained in the revelation itself, which says: “Given 
for a principle with a promise adapted to the capacity of the weak and 
weakest of all saints who are or can be called saints.” 

President Joseph F. Smith in one of his sermons relates the following 
incident. A certain lady was taken ill with a disease which nobody in her 
locality understood. She became alarmed and sent to Salt Lake City, a 
distance of over a hundred miles, for a physician; he prescribed for her, 
charging seventy-five dollars (or over fifteen pound sterling) for his ser- 
vices. On his return home, President Smith asked what was troubling the 
lady, and if she would recover. The doctor smiled, said that there was 
nothing serious, and she would get better by complying with his instruc- 
tions. Further questioning brought out the statement, that she had been 
drinking too much tea. The doctor hinted that his preaching was of 
greater effect than that of the church authorities, and the reason was 
simply because it cost more. His prescription, for the person in question 
amounted to the same thing as a sermon on the Word of Wisdom. She 
to whom it was given would think it worth listening to in a practical way 
inasmuch as she had paid so dearly for it. When told by a professional 
man what was for her good she could comply with it; whereas if some one 
in the pulpit advised the same thing she thought it impossible for her. 
Are not we all more or less of the same nature? 

The promise given to those who keep the Word of Wisdom is as follows: 
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“And all saints who remember to keep and do these sayings, walking in 
obedience to the commandments, shall receive health in their navel and 
marrow to their bones, and shall find wisdom and great treasures of know- 
ledge, even hidden treasures; and shall run and not be weary and shall 
walk and not faint; and I, the Lord, give unto them a promise that the 
destroying angel shall pass by them, as the children of Israel, and not 
slay them. Amen.” 

Surely the blessings there mentioned are worth more than all the tem- 
porary pleasures derived, from indulgence in forbidden things. 

A. L. B. 


ONE UNCHANGEABLE GOSPEL. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 742.] 

STRAINED inferences and unwarranted presumptions, however, are in 
order with the Gospel evolutionist, and as a group of choice specimens 
fairly representing both classes we produce the following: “We have no 
record,” they tell us, “of a Gentile putting on Christ as the Jews were 
asked todo on the day of Pentecost, therefore, we infer that they were 
made partakers of the Heavenly Gift in the same manner as Cornelius, 
while the child of Judah received it as did his brethren in Jerusalem and 
Samaria; for,” they continue, “it is written, ‘The gospel of the uncircum- 
cision was committed unto me, (Paul,) as the gospel of circumcision was 
unto Peter’” Gal. ii: 7. This is truly a fitting climax for these scripture 
distortions, as it would be hard to conceive of a conclusion more opposed 
to scriptural truth, and yet purported to have been drawn from that 
very source. Lydia and her household, Crispus, Gaius, the household of 
Stephanas, and others, are recorded as having been baptized: the twelve 
disciples at Ephesus, were both baptized and confirmed by the Apostle to 
the Gentiles. To infer that these were all Jews, and as such were required 
to do these things, is as unreasonable as it is untrue; and such a presump- 
tion would make the ministry of the Apostle Paul a succession of incon- 
sistencies and contradictions, both in precept and practice. His first 
recorded sermon was delivered to the Jews, and on that occasion the 
Gentiles who were present, besought him to preach unto them the same 
words on the Sabbath following; and in these words, it is written, “as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed” Acts xiii: 42—49. After 
his expulsion from Antioch we hear of his preaching to mixed throngs as 
they gathered around him in the cities of Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, etc., and 
when jealousies arose between Jew and Gentile believers which led to the 
council at Jerusalem 52 s.D., the decisions there rendered were not of Paul 
to the Gentiles, and Peter to the Jews; but of the Council of the Priesthood 
of the Church of Christ to believers in all the world. There was no question 
as to the Gentile brethren not having obeyed the Gospel ordinances; but 
the sole objection the Jewish brethren had to their fellowship was a 
failure on their part to observe the law of circumcision and other regula- 
tions under the old law respecting purification. 

In following the recorded events of Paul’s second missionary tour, we 


* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 763 


discover his teachings to accord perfectly with those previously given to, 
and observed by, the Jews, including the decrees of the Council. While 
in the suburbs of the Macedonian City his message was hearkened to by 
the prayerful Lydia, but not until she had attended to the things spoken 
of by the Apostle, did she ask him if he judged her faithful unto the Lord; 
and the particular act of obedience here mentioned is her compliance with 
the ordinance of baptism. Likewise did the terror-stricken jailor hearken 
to the same message of salvation, and his immediate obedience testifies to 
us that this saving plan had not heen modified. To the citizens of Corinth 
and vicinity the Apostle pointed out the way to eternal life, personally 
officiating in the outward ordinances of the Gospel; and when he had 
come to Ephesus, so careful was this teacher of the Gentiles lest a Gospel 
ordinance should be wrongly administered, that he baptized those who 
claimed to have before received the ordinance, yet had been imperfectly 
taught, and by the imposition of hands conferred upon them the Holy 
Ghost; thus following in every detail the course of the other Apostles in 
Samaria and elsewhere. Next we hear of him in the synagogues, and 
later in the School of Tyrannus boldly declaring the things pertaining to 
the Kingdom of God; and for upwards of three years both Jew and Greek, 
in that neighborhood heard the word, saw the ministration of the Gospel 
ordinances, and witnessed the manifestations of the power of God. On 
his return journey he calls together the Elders of the church at Ephesus, 
and reminds them of his having taught them all things profitable. And 
so we might go on through all the recorded incidents of the Apostle Paul’s 
ministry, only to find in the very last sentence of the Acts of the Apostles, 
that he was still preaching the same kingdom that had been testified by 
John, and preached by the Savior and His disciples. 

To the Roman saints Paul testifies, “The Gospel is to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek,” and in the second chapter he adds, “Glory, honor and 
peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the 
Gentile, for there is no respect of persons with God.” And should there 
be anything in these statements that would savor of doubt concerning 
the equality of man, and unity of the Gospel of the Son of God, it is 
swept away by his declaration to the Ephesians, “One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.” 

Although conclusive proof, these are by no means the only testimonies 
the Apostle has left on record against such as we are now contending. In 
his epistle to the Hebrews, he informs them that eternal salvation, of 
which Christ is author, is obtained through obedience ; and later Hebrew 
xii: that He (Christ) is not only author but finisher of our faith; further- 
more he enumerates one by one, the doctrines constituting the foundation 
upon which we are to build the structure of eternal perfection, Hebrews 
vi: 1, 2; thus leaving on the page of sacred history a witness of there 
having been established a plan of divine authorship, specific in detail, 
finished in all its parts, and obligatory upon all who shall obtain salvation. 

Throughout all the epistles of this great teacher, there are expressions 
of fear, lest the Gospel be perverted. Pleadings, reasonings, exhortations, 
reproofs, all are used, and as a climax of effort to preserve the unity and 
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purity of God’s plan, he pronounces a curse on either man or angel, who 
should preach another Gospel. What more could the inspired teacher 
have done to verify the oneness of the plan of salvation, and perpetuate 
the observance of the sacred ordinances of the Gospel? Yet, it is by his 
writings that so many seek to sustain their erroneous and diversified forms 
of religious belief. 

An evolution from pure christianity, that rivals the naturalists’ concep- 
tion, has taken place, it is too true; but who can say it was designed by 
God, and that these distortions receive His recognition. Such a libel on 
“Holy Writ” requires not the censure of man, for long ago a curse was 
pronounced against it by the Apostle. In the murmurs of discontent, 
schisms and strife; in the absence of spiritual gifts, and in the cold, life- 
less forms, we read what once was prophecy, but now history as well, and 
that continued. 

Space bids us stop, though from almost every page of scripture and 
history there comes testimony verifying the immutability of God’s decrees 
In conclusion we would add; that not an inkling of the repeal or fulfil- 
ment of a single law or ordinance of the Gospel, is found on Scriptures’ 
page; while on the other hand, the repeated declaration of the Son of God 
rings in our ears: “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot, or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 

N. T. Porter, JR. 


IN THE CRUCIBLE OF SCIENCE. 


AN interesting investigation is described by Emile Gautier in Le Figaro, 
touching the celebrated seamless coat of Argenteuil, by some supposed to 
be the identical garment worn by our Savior. At the initiative of M. 
Goux, bishop of Versailles, the following problem was given to the two 
savants Philippe Lafon and J. Roussel: “What is the exact nature of the 
spots which stain the garment known as the holy coat of Argenteuil?” 

By the ingenious and subtle processes now known to chemistry, it is 
quite possible to determine with absolute certainty whether any given 
stain is blood, or some other substance; and if blood to prove whether it 
once flowed in the veins of a human being or those of an animal. It would 
even be within the power of scientists to determine with some degree of 
accuracy by what kind of an animal or what race of mea such blood had 
been shed. The question, therefore, involved in the test was, whether the 
stains on the supposedly sacred relic were of such a nature as to sustain 
the tradition which connects it with the scenes preceding the crucifixion. 

The spots were submitted to five different tests, three of which gave 
positive results. The two scientists sum up their experiments as follows: 


ew the portion of the coat marked with rust-colored spots, we ob- 
n 


1. A faint green coloration, with the tincture of guaiacum and the es- 
sence of turpentine. 

2. The revival of the real globules of blood, with the artificial serum. 

3. The formation of the crystals of hemin, or of chlorohydrate of 
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These indications are sufficient to enable us to affirm that the spots 
examined are actually due to blood—and to human blood. Judging by 
the whole of our analysis, we presume that this blood is very old. 

Nothing can be more suggestive of the progress made by science in this 
age than the fact that even church dignitaries invoke its aid in behalf of 
religion. The claim was long made that the two were opponents impos- 
sible to reconcile, and this impression was not without cause, as long as 
crude theological systems were relied upon as true and the sciences were 
tottering along in their first infantile efforts, both stubbornly maintaining 
their infallibility. This, however, is rapidly changing. Many sciences 
have outgrown their first follies and attained maturity. They have now 
taken hold of and impregnated the minds of men to such an extent that 
not even what was once believed to be sacred can remain so, unless sus- 
tained by the calm verdict of impartial investigation. Religious systems 
must eventually submit to this, and they will ultimately gain thereby; 
for what is Divine in them cannot but remain, while the impurities are 
exposed and discarded. Science and religion then will be seen in their 
true light, as one in essence, one in purpose—one revealing to man the 
nature of the world he inhabits; the other teaching him his duties toward 
the Creator of that world. 

But to come back to the experiments with the relic at Argenteuil. 
Science having proved that the rust-colored spots on the garment are 
really human blood, and of high antiquity, no objection to the genuineness 
of the tradition can be raised on the ground that they may be something 
else. To a logical mind, however, it needs no argument, that such a test 
is itself insufficient to establish the claims made for the vestment, since 
the blood may be that of some other human being than our Savior. No 
chemistry can trace its origin to Gethsemane or Calvary. 

Anyone acquainted with history will refuse to accept as genuine articles 
for which veneration, not to say worship, is solicited, when the many abuses 
connected with such objects are remembered. In the age of the crusades 
particularly, when fresh impulse was given in western Europe to the wor- 
ship of relics, on account of the immense quantities of so-called sacred 
things brought from the churches of Asia Minor and Palestine, a great 
many absurd and even ridiculous relics were introduced, and the credulity 
of the world was such that it was easy to obtain acceptance for almost 
any tradition. No one in this age should be anxious to see superstition 
perpetuated, and therefore we believe that even enlightened Catholics will 
admit that the experiments above described, notwithstanding their highly 
interesting character, viewed from the standpoint of science, are worthless 
if adduced as an argument for the alleged fact that the Argenteuil relic 
once was the property of Jesus of Nazareth.—Deseret News. 


THE ORGANISM OF MAN. 


In the human body there are about 200 bones. The muscles are about 500 
in number. The length of the alimentary canal is about 32 feet. The 
amount of blood in an adult averages 30 pounds, or fully one-fifth of the 
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entire weight. The heart is six inches in length and four inches in diam- 
eter, and beats 70 times per minute, 4,200 times per hour, 100,800 per day, 
36,792,000 times per year, 2,565,440,000 in three-score and ten, and at each 
beat 2% ounces of blood are thrown out of it, 175 ounces per minute, 656 
pounds per hour, 7# tons perday. All the blood in the body passes through 
the heart in three minutes. 

This little organ, by its ceaseless industry, pumps each day what is equal 
to lifting 122 tons one foot high, or one ton 122 feet high. The lungs will 
contain about one gallon of air at their usual degree of inflation. We 
breathe on an average 1,200 times per hour, inhale 600 gallons of air, or 
24,000 per day. The aggregate surface of the air cells of the lungs exceed 
20,000 square inches, an area very nearly equal to the floor of a room 
twelve feet square. The average weight of the brain of an adult male is 
3 pounds and 8 ounces, of a female 2 pounds and 4 ounces. The nerves 
are all connected with it, directly or by the spinal marrow. These nerves, 
together with their branches and minute ramifications, probably exceed 
10,000,000 in number, forming a “body guard” outnumbering by far the 
greatest army ever marshalled! The skin is composed of three layers, and 
varies from one-fourth to one-eighth of an inch in thickness. The atmos- 
pheric pressure being about 14 pounds to the square inch, a person of 
medium size is subjected to a pressure of 40,000 pounds! Each square 
inch of skin contains 3,500 sweating tubes, or perspiratory pores, each of 
which may be likened to a little drain pipe one-fourth of an inch long, 
making an aggregate length of the entire surface of the body of 201,166 
feet, or a tile ditch for draining the body almost 40 miles long. Man is 
marvelously made. Who is eager to investigate the curious and wonderful 
works of Omnipotent Wisdom, let him not wander the wide world around 
to seek them, but examine himself.—J/uventle Iustructor. 


PRESIDENT TAYLOR’S BIRTHDAY. 


YESTERDAY evening (November 1,) the annual reunion of the family of the 
late President John Taylor, in commemoration of the birthday of that 
noble man, was held at the residence of his daughter, Mrs. A. E. Hyde, in 
the Seventeenth Ward. Notwithstanding the fact that three or four of 
the sons are now abroad on missions and several others were unavoidably 
absent, the spacious rooms were well filled with the sons and daughters 
and their families, who after enjoying the good things prepared by the 
committee on refreshments, highly appreciated the sketches, songs and 
instrumental music prepared for the occasion. Among the invited guests 
present were Presidents George Q@. Cannon and Angus M. Cannon and 
Patriarch Joseph Horne, with members of their respective families. 
Towards the close of the entertainment, appropriate remarks of a remin- 
iscent nature were briefly made by Elders Cannon and Horne. Most of 
the evening was spent in such social intercourse as serves to brighten the 
chain of friendship, and all retired at a seasonable hour, feeling that it is 
good to meet for such a purpose and resolved, if possible, to be present at 
the next annual reunion in honor of the head of the family. 
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If he had lived until the present, President Taylor would have been 
eighty-six years of age, being born in 1808. He died on the 25th of July, 
1887, after a long life of activity in the work of God and in the promulga- 
tion and defense of truth, leaving a record wreathed in the honor and 
affection of the people and a name that will live forever.—Deseret News. 


A TOOELE VETERAN DEAD. 


ONCE more it is our sad duty to chronicle the death of one of our most 
highly respected citizens. On October 26, at 4:30 p.m., Brother James 
Bevan breathed his last at his residence on Main Street, Tooele, and his 
friends will know him no more on earth. He was 73 years of age. 

Some years ago Brother Bevan, while in Salt Lake City, met with an 
accident from which he has suffered more or less ever since, and which was 
the direct cause of his death, although he has suffered from a complication 
of diseases for about a year past. All through his illness he was patient 
and without complaint, not being confined to his bed until a few days 
before his death. In his last moments he was attended by the loving 
presence and care of his family. 

James Bevan was one of the oldest residents of this section of the coun- 
try, having first come to Utah in 1847, four days after the pioneers. 

He was a member of the Mormon Battalion and accompanied that body 
of men to Mexico to subdue the enemies of America. 

He was also senior President of the forty-third quorum of Seventies, and 
held numerous offices of trust during his connection with the Church.— 
Tooele Transcript. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Judge Warrum and Frank and Dan Crookston brought into Logan a large brown bear 
which they had succeeded in trapping nine miles up Logan canyon. The bear was very 
fat and if thickness of the fur indicates a cold winter, this animal gave fair warning to 
provide sufficient wraps, for his coat was extremely heavy. 


Andrew Jenson, on his return from a trip to Canada, called at the News office and ex- 
hibited a potatoe which weighed three pounds and six ounces. It was taken from the 
garden lot of Brother Henry L. Hillman, of Cardston, Canada. Brother Jensen states 
that ‘‘spuds” of similar calibre are by no means rare in that favored region. 


The New Standard Dictionary will be interesting to Utah people from the fact that the 
definitions of all terms relating to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have 
either been written out or sanctioned by a committee selected by the authorities of the 
Church. Among the editorial] staff Utah has been represented by Dr. James E. Talmage. 


The north end of Cache County is becoming noted for its gas wells. A short distance 
below Smithfield there are two or three families who utilize natural gas for lighting and 
heating purposes, and last week another flow of gas was struck by Reese Clawson, who 
was boring an artesian well on John Bingham’s farm near Trenton. On reaching a depth 
of 468 feet a flow of gas was struck, which when ignited, shot a flame fifteen feet in the 
air. It is believed that gas abounds in that region, and further attempts will be made to 
secure it. 


